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" You will come down now with us to the bungalow,
Mr Podd, and tell my father what you know? You
can be of great assistance."
"And my watch and chain?" asked Podd; bowing
again.
" I'll make it my business to see that you get it
back, or one as good/' Maud promised.
Thus secured against loss, Archibald's spirits rose,
With a gaiety which was remarkable, he stopped
in the stable yard, and with the aid of a lantern
exhibited a discoloured swelling as big as an egg
behind his right ear.
But except that he had ascended into the hayloft
at the invitation of Ryan, and had at once been dealt
a severe blow by some unknown person, he said
nothing bearing on the mystery.
Ryan corroborated the first part of the story, the
size of the bump the second. M'Whizzle, who arrived
later in a bullock wagon, having been telephoned for
urgently, used all his arts of cross-examination on
both men without eliciting any further information.
He departed about midnight, taking Podd with him,